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was accomplished with moderate success.

PLANNING AND ACCOMPLISHNENT NARRATIVE
Benton Lake Natlopal Wildlife Refuge

Report Period — Janvary 1, 1973 —~ June 30, 1973

Part I -~ Refuge Highlight Statement

The winter months of January and February were unseasonably warm
and mild. The refuge was blessed with excellent winter weather,
hut was left extremely dry. The only relief from an emergency
situation occurred on April 23. An unusually severa snowstorm
accounted for 2.5 inches of moigture. Drought conditions returned
soon after and endured throughout the fiscal year. Moisture’ ‘totalls d
6.1 inches for the last half of Fisaal Year 73 comparad to 8.5 inches i
normal prec;pitation. b
The drying of Water Management Unit IV caused Izeavg growth of ~ \
Russian Thistle (Salsola kali) and Flreweed (Kochia scoparia)in the
unit. These tumbleweefls accumulated heavily in refuge fences and ,\.\_
shelterbelts. Heavy winds compounded the problem and several miles
of fenceline were damaged. Burning the tumbleweed accumulations

IR

puring burning operations in late February, fire jumped a roadway
and burned ten acres of the established 392 acre Ratural Area.

S’pring watez'fowl migrations were, for the most part, normal. The
first Pintall and Goldeneye arrivals were noted on March 3. Peak
migration was experienced about March 21. A total of 32,000 ducks,
including about 28,000 Pintail, were counted. Populations gtabilized
to summer breeding levels by May 15. ‘

The first minor spring outbreak of botulism on refuge record was
experienced during late March. Botullsm was confirmed by Bear River
Regearch Station. A total of 100 birds were lost in Water Management
Unit VI of which 90% were Pintail.

Four free flying Mute Swans were noted on the refuge for two weeks
during the end of June. Origin was unknown..

One hundxed acres of refuge farmlands were retired and planted to dense
nesting cover during May.

canada Googe production remained at highest Ievels of refuge history.
Approximately 40 goslings were produced. Duck production was the -
lowest recorded in recent years.



~2 -
Extensive filamentious algaé blooms were noted during June on all
wvater management units. The algae mats created a partial anaerobic
condition and comtributed to rising water temperatures.

Water mnagemént projects included the construction of a berm around

“Water Unit V to eliminate extensive feather edging and drying Water
Management Unit VI in anticipation of botullsm season. Pumping -

operations were initiated on June 1, 1973. o

Grazing permittees were allowed to bring their cattle onto the refuge
on June 25. Most cattle were located on the dried pond bottoms of
water units IV and VI, _ .

Monthly Safety meetings were held informally in thes shop with round-
table discussions. . '



Part II - Refuge Accomplishments

The following output production was accomplished as part of the
refuge program funding at Benton Lake. A total of 58,421,532 RBU's
were produced at a cost of §$91,096. ’

- Only output elements with a deviation of + 25% will be discussed. -
Deviation in total RBU production from planned units was ~.2%,

6-13 Visitor Contact Station  (Deviation +999%) -

Prior to FY 73 outputs for visitor contacts at the refuge office were-b
not a definable output and therefore not reported. The accomplished
units therefore represent the Ffirst reporting of this activity. The
deviation ogours as no unlts were planned. ’
6~14 Exhipits and Demonstxaﬁions‘ (Dem‘atian' ~49%)

The refuga currently has ne gual:lfging‘ exbi.blts and fomer use was
terminated during FY 73,

: 6—'-15 Other Programs (Deviation *462)
Requests for interpretive programs presented by the refuge staff
] decreased in PY 73, ,

6-20 Envimnmental Rd‘i.xcation - Students (De&iation —29%)

_Altho:zgh the same programs were conducted for students as .in previous
years, area student populations are daareasing ‘

6~21 BEnvironmental Education - fi’eaclqers (Deviation +781%)

Use by college students and area teachers increased dramatically
during FY 73. Inarease was unexpected. .

6-22 Profassioml Serviees .+ (beviation ~91$)

Requests for prafessional sarviaes decreasgsed from previous years.
 6~30 Exmtizzg Migratory Birds (Dev_iatian #73%)

The apening date of hunting season was earlier in October than normal.
" This allowed four weeks of hunting prior to freeze up of water units
as compared to the normal two Weeks,

6-34 Wildlife Observation (beviation +121%)

The total activity hours spent . observing wildlife .increased with
increased publicity.




6-35 Wildlife Appreciation (Deviation +332%)

The output element is new, having become definable in FY 73. Out-
puts were underestimataed. .

6~36 Photography , : (Deviation +108%)

One additional photographer spent unanticipated activity hours on
the refuge.

6-37 Fleld Trials (bev:iation -100%)

No reguests for field trials were received in FY 73 which was
unusual. '

6~38 Public Affalrs - (Deviatien -~75%)
Less mediéz information was published than anticipated, »
6-50 Studies and Publications (Beviation ~50%)

5C8 personnel did nat conduct & gtudy on the natural grassland area
as usual, accounting for one less study.

6-56 Banding | (Deviation +999%)

" ‘The refuge no longer bas a banding guota and the one program was an

unexpected cooperative venture.. _. i
6-60 Natural Environments Preserved (Deviation -100% ~ error)

The P & A printout was in error. The ontput wag accomplished and
accounted for 247,660 RBU's, ‘

670 Thrsaténed ‘Speaies (Deviation ~34%)
Decreased use by White“facéd Ibis was noted.
6~73 Waterfowl Maintenance (Daviatien +50%)

large fall and spring migrations with birde spending more time on
the refuge accounted for the increase in use days. :

6-80 Waterfowl Production (beviation —40%)

A dry years and decrease in water area resulted in & dramatic
decraease in production.
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6~30 Depredations Prevented

The P & A repert was in error.
instead of 800,000.

§-93 Grazing

' fz’be P & A report was in error.

instead of $192,685.

-5 -
(Deviation +999% - error)

Reported outputs were 8000 units

(Deviation +999% ~ error)

Reported outputs were §1926.85
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Appendix 2

PLANNING AND ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT

Part IT Output Production
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